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Published research on what AI answers did to search traffic

Every figure below comes from a published study by a named organisation. RankJudge runs no 
proprietary testing and does not claim to. What follows is aggregation and interpretation, with each 
source linked so you can check it yourself.
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Tier 1 — figures that decide tool selection
These change what a tool needs to do, not just how well it does it.

58% CTR drop for position-1 content when AI Overviews present
Ahrefs  https://ahrefs.com/blog/ai-overviews-reduce-clicks-update/

8% Click-through rate when AI Overview is present (vs 15% without)
Semrush  https://www.semrush.com/blog/ai-seo-statistics/

+120% Increase in organic clicks when cited in AI Overview
Seer Interactive  https://www.seerinteractive.com/insights/aio-impact-on-google-ctr-2026-update

48% of tracked queries show Google AI Overviews (Healthcare: 88%, B2B Tech: 
82%)
BrightEdge  https://www.omnibound.ai/blog/ai-seo-statistics

99% of Google AI Overviews source from top-10 web results
seoClarity  https://www.seoclarity.net/research/ai-overviews-impact

Tier 2 — ROI and adoption
These justify the spend and show where the market already is.

5\u201315
 hours

per week saved by SEO teams using AI-assisted content tools
Slate  https://slatehq.com/blog/ai-seo-statistics/

70% of businesses report higher ROI from using AI in SEO workflows
Semrush  https://www.semrush.com/blog/ai-seo-statistics/
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43% of marketers implementing GEO strategies (only 14% tracking AI citations)
GoodFirms  https://www.goodfirms.co/resources/seo-statistics-ai-search-rankings

47% more content published monthly by AI teams vs traditional
The Stacc  https://thestacc.com/blog/state-ai-marketing/

65% of marketers still prefer human-written content over AI-only
Ahrefs  https://ahrefs.com/blog/seo-statistics/

73.9% ChatGPT dominance in AI search market (858M+ users)
AthenaHQ  https://www.athenaheq.com

What this means for tool choice

•  Google rankings are necessary but no longer sufficient.
Ranking first stopped guaranteeing the click. Tracking Google alone now leaves a gap.

•  Being cited can be worth more than ranking.
A citation inside an AI answer drives more clicks than sitting beneath one, which inverts twenty years of 
practice.

•  Volume without quality control fails.
Teams using AI publish substantially more, while readers still prefer human-edited work. Generation and 
optimisation are two jobs.

•  The tracking gap is the opportunity.
Far more businesses are attempting AI visibility than are measuring it. That gap is where the cheapest 
wins are.

Which tool fits your situation?

Nine kinds of business, one honest pick for each, with the runner-up named and the tradeoff stated.

rankjudge.com/compare

RankJudge is independent and sells no software. We earn affiliate commissions on some tools, disclosed on every page at 
rankjudge.com/affiliate-disclosure. Commission rates play no part in the rankings.
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